Flexibility in cell targeting by pseudotyping lentiviral vectors.
Lentiviral vectors have become an important research tool and have just entered into clinical trials. As wild-type lentiviruses engage specific receptors that have limited tropism, most investigators have replaced the endogenous envelope glycoprotein with an alternative envelope. Such pseudotyped vectors have the potential to infect a wide variety of cell types and species. Alternatively, selection of certain viral envelope glycoproteins may also facilitate cell targeting to enhance directed gene transfer. We describe the method for generating pseudotyped vector and provide information regarding available pseudotypes and their respective target tissues.